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What is claimed is: 

CLAIMS 

A digital television recording method comprising: 
broadcasting a television program associated with a broadcaster set 
of parameters enabling access to a first set of predetermined portions of the 
program^^ 

operating an agent for determining whether to record the program 
and for associating with the program, upon recording of the program, an agent set 
of parameters enabling access to a second set of predetermined portions of the 
program; 

storin*§ the program together with the broadcaster set of parameters 
and the agent set of parameters to generate an addressable program; 

retrieving^at least a portion of t|i€^dressable program; 
displaying \aid at least a ^orti^rf of the addressable program to a 

user; 

receiving from\he user a ifeer set of parameters enabling access to a 
third set of predetermined portiWs of the addressable program; 

editing the addressable program to include said user set of 
parameters enabling access to tlte third set of predetermined portions of the 
addressable program thereby generating an edited addressable program; and 

storing the edited addressable program. 

2. A method according to \laim 1 and wherein said agent set of 

parameters is operative to override at le^st a portion of the broadcaster set of 
parameters. 

3 A method according to claim 1 dt clam 2 and wherem said user set 

of parameters is operative to override at least one\of the following: a portion of the 
broadcaster set of parameters; and a portion of the agent set of parameters. 
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\ A method according to any of claims 1 - 3 and wherein said 

broadcaster set of parameters comprises a subset of parameters which cannot be 
oveVidden by any of the following: the agent set of parameters; and the user set of 
parameters. 

5. \ A method according to any of claims 1 - 4 and wherein at least one 
of said broadcaster set of parameters, said agent set of parameters, and said user 
set of parameters comprises a tag determining at least one of the following: a 
program retrieval parameter; and a content retrieval parameter. 

6. ^Nmethod according to any of claims 1 - 5 and wherein said agent 
set of parameters comprises a recording quality parameter determining a quahty of 
recording of the program. 

7. A methodVcording to any of claims 1 - 5 and wherein said user set 
of parameters comprises aSrating parameter determining a rating of the program as 
provided by the user. 




8. A method according to arJ^ of djaims 1 - 7 and wherein the 

television program comprises a\ommerciarand^e broadcaster set of parameters 

\ 

comprises a commercial set of parameters. 

\ 

9. A method according to any of claims 1 - 8 and wherein the 
television program comprises a comme^ial and the broadcaster set of parameters 
comprises a parameter determining a request for additional information related to 
at least one of the following: the commercial; and the program. 

10. A method according to any \of claims 1 - 9 and wherein the 
television program comprises a commercial aim the broadcaster set of parameters 
comprises a parameter determining expiration of the commercial after an event 
comprising at least one of the following: a pradetermined number of people 
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Wving seen the commercial; and the user having seen the commercial a 
predetermined number of times. 

11. A method according to any of claims 1-10 and wherein the 
broadcaster set of parameters comprises a parameter disabling fast- forward/fast 

backward browsing through the program . 

\ 

\ 

12. A method according to any of claims 1 - 7 and wherein the 
television program comprises two separate television programs displayed 
simultaneously in 'a picture-in-picture (PIP) mode on a television screen, and the 
user set of parameters comprises a parameter determining a viewing selection for 
viewing only one of the two separate television programs on the full television 



\ 

screen. 



13. A method according to any of claims 1-12 and wherein the 
broadcaster set of parameter^omprises at least one parameter determining at least 
one of the following information fields: a type of the program; supplementary 
information accompanying the program; an associated audio channel in a language 
which differs from a language used in an oniginaliudio channel associated with 
the program; program delete enableWdisablei; par^tal control associated with at 
least a portion of the program which\equiref {5arental control; an expiration time 
of the program; picture-in-picture avaJlability; a program title; a time when the 
program is broadcast; a length of the\program; a determination whether the 
program is encrypted; a compression format of the program; characteristics of the 
program; cancellation of material already transmitted in the program; selective 
routing of part of the material to selected users; context specific tagging; and a 
media item. 

14. A method according to any of claims\^- 5 and 7-13 and wherein 
the agent set of parameters comprises at least one parameter determining at least 
one of the following information fields: a quality of recording of the program; a 
type of program whose recording is required; at least a titla^f a favorite program 
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hose recording is required; a time and a date when recording of the program is 
reckiired; and existence of a review attached to the program; context specific 
tagging; a media item; and a category of the program. 

15. \ A method according to any of claims 1 - 6 and 8 - 14 and wherein 
the user seXpf parameters comprises at least one parameter determining at least 
one of the foUowing information fields: a program rating provided by the user; a 
review of the \ro gram; a request for additional information relating to the 
program; a format\f the program after editing operations; at least one highlight in 
the program; compression preferences for compressing the program prior to 
storage; image manipulation; and video wallpaper selection. 

16. A method according to any of claims 1 - 15 and wherein said first 
set of predetermined portions of the program, said second set of predetermined 
portions of the program, andV said third set of predetermined portions of the 
addressable program include identical portions of the^pfogram. 



17. 



A digital recording method compnismg: 



i; and 



determining whether to t^cord a p 
recording the program inVesponse to a recording determination at a 
recording quality determined by a recorditig quality parameter. 



18. 



program. 



A digital recording method cofnprising: 
determining whether to record aVrogram; 

storing the program in response td a recording determination; and 
retrieving the program in accordVce with a rating given to the 



19. 



A digital recording method comprising: 
determining whether to record a program; 
storing the program in response to a recordinkdetermination; and 
retrieving the program in accordance with a bro\^sing hierarchy. 
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A digital recording method comprising: 
determining whether to record a program; 

recording the program in a circular buffer upon first activation of a 
free2e\eiector from a moment of the first activation of the freeze selector; 

conditionally accessing the program recorded in the circular buffer 
for retrieve*! of the program from the circular buffer upon second activation of the 
freeze selector; and 

playing the program retrieved from the circular buffer from the 
moment of the first activation of the freeze selector. 



\ 



21. Apparatus for digital recording of a program comprising: 

\ 

a receiver for receiving the program associated with a broadcaster 
set of parameters enabling access to a first set of predetermined portions of the 



program; 



\ 



an agent module operatively ajseeiated with the receiver and 

operative to determine wheth\ to record tlie propam and to associate with the 

program, upon recording of thk programJan agem set of parameters enabling 

access to a second set of predetermined portions of the program; 

\ 

a memory operativeKy associated with the agent module and 
operative to store an addressable program, the addressable program including the 
program associated with the broadcaster set of parameters and the agent set of 

parameters; \ 

a display operatively associated with the agent module, the receiver 
and the memory and operative to display aft^least a portion of the addressable 
program to a user; 

an input/output (I/O) interface operatively associated with the agent 
module and operative to receive from the user a user set of parameters enabling 



access to a third set of predetermined portions of the Addressable program; and 

a user programming manager operatrvely associated with the 
memory, the I/O interface, the agent module, the receVer and the display and 
operative to generate an edited addressable program by editing the addressable 
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)rogram to include the user set of parameters enabling access to the third set of 
^determined ponions of the program, and to store the edited addressable 
program in the memory. 




Apparatus, for digital recording of a television program comprising: 
a processor for determining whether to record the television 

program; 

\a memor>' associated with the processor and operative to store the 
television program in response to a recording determination received from the 
processor; and \ 

a recording qualitv selector associated with the processor and the 

\ 

memory and operative to select a recording quality parameter determmmg a 
quality of storage of the. television program in the memory. 



23. Apparatus according to claim 22 and also comprising a freeze 

selector operatively associa\d with the processor, wherein upon a first activation 



of the freeze selector, the processor is operative to record the program in the 
memory from a moment of firvst activation of the freeze selector, and upon a 
second activation of the freeze\elector, the processor is operative to play the 
program recorded in the memory fr^pm the morfient df first activation. 



24. 



Apparatus according to claim 



p of^jstkim 23 and also comprising: 
rating activator associated with the processor and the memory and 



operative to input information determining a rating given to the program. 



25. 



Apparatus according to any ofclaims 22 - 24 and also comprising: 
a NEXT key selector associatedVith the processor and the memory 

'rar 



and operative to browse through television programs stored in the memory. 



26. Apparatus according to claim 21 and wherein said NEXT selector is 

operative to browse through television programs Vored in the memory in 
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:cordance with an order determined by at least one of the following: the user; the 
agent; and the broadcaster. 

27. \ Apparatus according to claim 25 and wherein said NEXT selector is 
operative to browse through television programs stored in the memory in 
accordance with a hierarchy. 



28. Apparatus according to claim 27 and wherein said hierarchy is 

determined by at Feast one of the following: the user; the agent; and the 
broadcaster. 



29. Apparatus foMigital recording of a television program comprising: 
a processor fdr determining whether to record the television 

program; \^ 

a memory associated with the processor and operative to store the 
television program in response to a. recording dej^rjiiinat^on received from the 
processor; and \ 

a rating activator associated with thel processor and the memory and 
operative to input information determining a r|tiiig'-^ven to the television 
program. 

30. Apparatus according to claim 29. and also comprising a freeze 
selector operatively associated with the processorVherein upon a first activation 
of the freeze selector, the processor is operative to record the program in a circular 
buffer from a moment of first activation of the freeze selector, and upon a second 
activation of the freeze selector, the processor is operatic to play the program 
recorded in the circular buffer from the moment of first actiN^tion. 

31. Apparatus according to claims 29 or 30 and also comprising: 

a NEXT key selector associated with the processor \nd the memory 
and operative to browse through television programs stored in the mer^ory. 
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^32. Apparatus for digital recording of a television program comprising: ' 

a processor for determining whether to record the television 

progl^m; 

a memory associated with the processor and operative to store the 
televisionNprogram in response to a recording determination received from the 
processor; ^d 

a^EXT key selector associated with the processor and the memory 
and operative to browse through television programs stored in the memory. 

\ 

33. Apparatiis for digital recording of a program comprising: 

a processoXfor determining whether to record the program; 
a circular buffer associated with the processor and operative to 

store the program in response to a recordin^/detOTnination received from the 

processor; \ // 

a conditional access module fpr^jpA^tling conditional access to the 

program stored in the circular buffer; and 

\ 

a freeze selector operatively associated with the processor, wherein 

\ 

upon a first activation of the freeze selector, the processor is operative to record 
the program in the circular buffer from a moment of first activation of the freeze 
selector, and upon a second activation of the freeze selector, the processor is 



operative to play the program recorded in the circular buffer from the moment of 
first activation in accordance with conditions deterrnined by the conditional access 
module. 



34. Apparatus according to claim 33 and v^herein said conditions 

determined by the conditional access module comprisfe disabling of fast- 



\Mhe] 
prisfe: 

forward/fast-backward over selected portions of the program. 




45 



